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Memorandum of Agreement
To Establish Double Master’s Degree Program
Between
Kasetsart University and Tunghai University
-------------------------
[bookmark: _Hlk164330713]Name of partner(s):  Kasetsart University (KU) and Tunghai University (THU)

Qualification and title:
	Master’s Degree at Kasetsart University (KU) and Tunghai University (THU) 
This agreement is made

Between
	Kasetsart University, an autonomous university established and existing under Kasetsart University Act. B.E. 2558, which has its principal office at 50 Ngamwongwan Road, Lat Yao, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900, Thailand (hereinafter referred to as “KU”).

And
	Tunghai University, an institution of higher learning with legal personality, duly incorporated in Taiwan, which has its registered office at 1727, Taiwan Boulevard, Taichung City 407224, Taiwan (hereinafter referred to as “THU”). 
	
	In contemplation of the relationship to be established and for valuable consideration, the Parties agree as follows:

1. QUALIFICATIONS AND TITLE OF AWARD
	(a) This is a written agreement between KU and THU which propose to cooperate for purposes of developing a Double Master’s degree program to be awarded by the two partner institutions.
	(b) The program will lead to a Master’s degree that is jointly awarded by KU and THU.
	(c) This agreement is limited to the program established and specified as a Double Master’s degree. Any further programs will be subject to a further agreement. KU and THU will not support any subsequent serial arrangements (whereby the institution offers the approved collaborative provision, or assigns delegated powers, elsewhere through an arrangement of its own). The agreement confirms the rights and obligations of both KU and THU.

2. RECRUITMENT AND ADMISSION
	(a) The academic and English language admission requirements for the programs shall be either that of KU or THU.  The entry requirements which are most stringent shall be applied to ensure that the requirements of both institutions are met.
	(b) Both institutions must agree on the admission criteria and recruitment standards of students who are deemed eligible to apply for admission into the program.
	(c) Either KU or THU may specify the minimum or maximum number of students that may be admitted under this agreement.
	(d) The admission into a Master’s program is subject to the approval of all of the student’s academic advisors at both institutions.  That is, the academic advisors for each Master’s student must be satisfied that a split-site program is appropriate and manageable in the individual circumstances of each Master’s student.  

3. REGISTRATION AND MAINTENANCE OF STUDENT RECORDS 
	(a) The student selected for these programs will be enrolled at both KU and THU.
	(b) The students will be registered as full-time students at both institutions, albeit the student may take classes or undertake research at whichever institution is most appropriate, and the location may change as appropriate to meet the degree requirements.
	(c) The minimum registration period required at both universities is two (2) semesters for the Master’s degree.
	(d) KU and THU will maintain an official transcript and academic records reflecting the course work and grades for each student admitted to the program specified by this agreement, in accordance with the standard procedures of each program at each institution.
	(e) Both institutions will provide the other with information contained in the student’s academic record upon requested.
	(f) Students will be subject to all relevant regulations, codes of practice and procedures at both institutions; students may be asked to confirm their agreement to abide by those terms upon registration at the host institution.  

4. DEGREE REQUIREMENTS
	(a) Students enrolled in the specified Double Master’s degree program are expected to complete all required coursework, research projects, written theses, and any other work necessary to satisfy the requirements of their degree program at both Kasetsart university and Tunghai University.  
	(b) Both parties will provide each other with all relevant official documents related to academic regulations.  If any change occurs in the regulations which affects the specified degree program or the participating students, the party is obliged to notify the other partner institution in writing as soon as possible.  The parties will enter into discussions for purposes of taking the steps necessary to amend this Agreement.  If any issue or disagreement should arise, both parties will endeavor to seek a congenial resolution. 
	(c) For the specified Double Master’s degree program, both universities will select the curriculum based on the student’s research area of interest.  Upon completion of the program, students will be conferred with a degree certificate by each university and the certificate will refer to both institutions.
			Students who complete the requirements will be awarded degrees separately by both universities, in accordance with the relevant regulations in force in each country and based on the conditions established by the two parties. 
		
5. MANAGEMENT OF PROGRAMS
	(a) Management of the programs will be in accordance with KU’s and THU’s standard arrangements for each program.
	(b) All students accepted for admission must be informed of the program requirements at the time the offer of admission is made.
	(c) Members of the advisory committee shall be comprised of representatives from both institutions. The committee must have a qualification in accordance with Regulations of Graduate Studies of the Graduate School, Kasetsart University and of the College of Engineering, Tunghai University. The appointed advisor will be discussed and mutually agreed upon by both institutions prior to the student’s arrival at the host institution.  Advisors from both the home and host institutions are expected to work in collaboration to provide academic guidance and advice to the student.
	(d) Students who find themselves without supervision or who are unsatisfied with their supervision should discuss the matter with their principal advisor and/or local advisor in the first instance or, if this is inappropriate, with the Dean of Graduate School at KU, or with [insert person] of the College of Engineering at THU.
	(e) For each student, both institutions will execute a Learning Agreement document which sets out the details of the plan of study and graduation requirements or candidature. Each student will undertake his or her study in accordance with this agreement and the additional provisions stated in the Learning Agreement. 
	(f) The effective date of this agreement is the start of the first semester of the 2025 academic year.

6.	RULES AND REGULATIONS
   		(a)	The student shall be subject to the rules and regulations of both KU and THU.
		(b) In the event of an irreconcilable difference between the regulations at KU and THU which prevents the awarding of a Double Master’s degree under the terms of this Agreement, the student shall have two options:
	     i. To continue the program at one of the Institutions only, following that institution’s regulations, and receive a single degree;
	     ii. To comply with the regulations of both Institutions, which may involve additional work and additional assessment, to receive Double Master’s degree awards from both institutions.
	(c) KU and THU will provide each other with all relevant official documents related to academic regulations.
  	
7. ASSESSMENT
   	(a) The student must produce a thesis that meets the following requirements:
		i.  Only ONE thesis is required and the language of the thesis must be in English.
		ii. The format of the thesis shall conform to the guidelines of KU or THU depending on where the thesis is to be submitted.
		iii. Depending on where the thesis is to be submitted, KU or THU shall be responsible to form an Examination Committee/Board, for the purpose of submitting the thesis to the Examiners, and (via the host department) arranging the viva voce examination (following standard academic practices). 
		iv. Submission of bound theses shall be made to both KU and THU, and each institution should receive a copy of the bound thesis in addition to those required by the Examiners for use as a library copy.
		v. The name of both KU and THU must be presented on the thesis’s preliminary page or the cover page.
	vi. In addition to the above copies, an electronic copy of the final version of the thesis will be submitted to both institutions following the final approval of the thesis as determined by the institution. 

8. APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINATION COMMITTEE/BOARD
(a) The KU and THU examination committee comprises at least three (3) examiners shown in the following table:

	Program
	Internal Examiner
	External Examiner
	Total

	Master’s
	2
	1
	3*


* The examination chairperson may not be thesis advisor or thesis co-advisor. 

	(b) Thesis examiners must have a qualification in compliance with the Regulations of Graduate Studies of The Graduate School, Kasetsart University and College of Engineering, Tunghai University. 
	(c) The external examiner shall be independent of both institutions. 
	(d) All committee nominations shall be subject to approval by the relevant authorities in both institutions.
	(e) Examination costs (including but not limited to Examiners’ expenditure), if required will be borne by the institution where the examination will be conducted. 

9. COMPLAINTS, APPEALS AND OFFENCES
	(a) Complaints and appeals shall be dealt with in accordance with KU’s and THU’s complaints and appeals policy and procedure. Both institutions should ensure that such information is available to students.
	(b) Students shall be subject to KU as well as THU academic offences policy and procedure.
10. GRADUATION
	(a) Students shall be subject to the graduation requirements of both KU and THU, unless otherwise stipulated in the MOA. The specific graduation requirements of each Double Master’s degree program will be listed in the student’s Learning Agreement. 
	(b) The number of research publications should fulfill the graduation requirements of both institutions.
		(c)  Graduates shall be considered an alumnus member of both KU and THU.

11. QUALITY ASSURANCE 
	(a) KU and THU take responsibility for ensuring the quality of education provided leading to a degree awarded by both Institutions. The programs will be subject to the normal quality assurance policies and procedures in force at each institution.  
	(b) Each institution retains the right to approve the copy of any publicity and promotional materials produced by the other Institution in relation to the programs. Neither institution will use the name or logo of the other in any form of publicity without the written permission of the other. KU’s name and logo remain the property of KU and THU’s name and logo remain the property of THU.   

12. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
	(a) Both Institutions agree that the Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) in all program materials, including but not limited to the thesis created by either Institutions shall be vested in and be owned by the institution responsible for creating and/or developing the relevant materials, unless otherwise agreed in writing between the Institutions. 
	(b) Existing Intellectual Property 
[bookmark: _Hlk68877478]	  Both Parties acknowledge that any and all of the Intellectual Property Rights used or embodied in or in connection with the Double Master’s degree program shall remain the sole property of the respective institution or such other Party as may be identified and neither institution shall, during or at any time after the expiry or termination of this Agreement, deprive or attempt to deprive the other institution or the owner of any such Intellectual Property Rights.

	


	(c) New Intellectual Property Rights 
	    Notwithstanding anything in Clause 12(b) above, the Intellectual Property Rights in respect of any technological development, products and services development, carried jointly by the institutions or research results obtained through the joint activity of the Institutions or as a result of the Double Master’s degree program, shall be jointly owned by the institutions with the extent of the ownership to be determined through consultation between the institutions, taking into consideration the contributions made by the respective institutions. Ownership and exploitation rights will be determined via separate agreement taking into consideration the input of each institution.
	(d) Report of Invention
	    If either Institution has conceived any invention as a result of the Double (Master’s degree program, the institution shall notify the other institution within thirty (30) days, and shall discuss the sharing of ownership and the determination of whether or not to file an application for Intellectual Property Rights which relate to such invention.
	(e) Infringements
	     If either institution becomes aware of any infringements or threatened infringements of the other institution’s Intellectual Property Rights within their territory, it shall promptly give notice in writing to the other Institution.
	(f) Registration of Jointly Owned Intellectual Property
	   (i) The institutions shall agree to cooperate with each other in the process of registration of the Intellectual Property including making any premises available for inspection, supplying facts and other information and providing all details required by any authority responsible for granting and/or maintaining product registration.
	   (ii) Both institutions shall be responsible for the cost of filing and maintenance of the jointly owned Intellectual Property according to the share of each institution’s ownership.
	(g) For the avoidance of doubt, the institutions also acknowledge and agree that:
	    (i) 	all Intellectual Property Rights including copyright in any course materials, documentation, software or other materials relating to the courses provided exclusively owned by the respective institution; 
	    (ii)	it will not use any printed material and/or computer software provided exclusively by other than for the purposes of conducting the approved course pursuant to this agreement and it will not make, except for the purposes aforementioned, any copy of such printed material and/or software without the express written permission of the respective institutions;
	    (iii) 	it will not make any use of copies or of any of the abovementioned material on and after the termination of this Agreement for any purpose;
	    (iv) 	it will cooperate with each other in duties and obligations efficiently and effectively and to this end, execute and deal with all such documents, acts, matters and things as are necessary; and
	    (v) 	it will not use the name or logo in any publication or for any other purpose whatsoever without the prior written consent of the other institution.

13. FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 
	(a) Thailand and Taiwan students under this program shall, pay their tuition fees to THU for the duration of their study at THU and to KU for the duration of their study at KU. The standard tuition fees are based on the local rate for the period spent at THU or KU. 
	(b) Payment to KU will be made in Thai Baht (THB) at the commencement of each academic year/semester. Payment to THU will be made in New Taiwan Dollar (NTD) at the commencement of each semester.
	(c) Students shall be responsible for the payment of their personal travel, accommodations, food, and living expenses.
	(d) Any consumables required to complete the program shall be financed by the host institution.  
	(e) Where appropriate, students shall be responsible for obtaining education visas to study in Thailand and Taiwan.  Both institutions agree to provide documents concerning admission and program of study as needed by students to apply for the appropriate education visas.

14. INSURANCE OBLIGATIONS
	Students are required to obtain appropriate health and accident insurance and other necessary insurance plans.  Prior to the students’ arrival each institution will provide appropriate information to students regarding their registration in the national health system or the provision of other kinds of health insurance which may be required. 



15. STUDENT SERVICES AND SUPPORT
	The services provided to Double Master’s degree program students by the host university should be the same as those provided to its regular students.  In addition to its regular student services, each partner undertakes to provide additional services for the students, including assistance with obtaining residence permits, assistance with finding accommodation, instruction intended to teach the local language, and activities to facilitate social integration.

16. LEGAL JURISDICTION
	(a) This agreement shall be subject to Thai and Taiwan laws and court jurisdictions, depending on where the cause of action arises. Thai’s law applies to all students while they are at KU, while Taiwan law applies while they are in THU.  
	(b) Both Institutions agree, where possible, to resolve any dispute in an amicable manner. Should it not be possible, disputes will be settled through arbitration.
	(c) THU acknowledges that KU is subject to the laws of Thailand, and KU acknowledges that THU is subject to the laws of Taiwan. Particularly, both institutions are subject to Freedom of Information and Data Protection legislation in force in each country.  

17. INDEMNIFICATION
	Each institution agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the other against 
all legal liabilities, actions, suits, proceedings, demands, any cost and expenses, claim or damage resulting from the gross negligence or willful misconduct of the indemnifying party, except to the extent resulting from the gross negligence or willful misconduct of the other Institution.

18. FORCE MAJEURE
	No institution shall be responsible to the other institution for any delay in performance or non-performance due to Force Majeure, but the affected institution shall promptly upon occurrence of any such causes, inform the other Institution stating that such cause has delayed or prevented its performance hereunder and thereafter such Institution shall take all actions within its power to comply with the terms of this Agreement as fully and promptly as possible.  If the Force Majeure in question prevails for a continuous period of more than one month, the institutions shall enter discussions with a view to alleviating its effects or to agree with reasonable alternative arrangements.

19. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
	KU and THU agree that neither institution shall discriminate against any person connected to this agreement or the programs that form this agreement on the basis of race, ethnicity, colour, religion, sex, sexual orientation, marital or parental status, national origin, age or disability.

20. SUSPENSION OF AND WITHDRAWAL FROM THE PROGRAM
	(a) Both institutions reserve the right to withdraw from the program.
	(b) Should either of the institutions wish to withdraw from the agreement, they should provide a written notice of intent to withdraw from the agreement at least 12 months prior to the desired date of withdrawal. Nevertheless, both institutions are committed to ensuring that students still registered on the program receive such provision and support as specified in this agreement. The termination of the agreement must not compromise the possibility for students remaining in the programs to complete their studies in a manner comparable to that of the previous cohorts.
	(c) KU and THU have an obligation to fulfil their commitment to enrolled students.
	(d) If an institution commits any material breach of the provision of this Agreement, and if the breach is capable of remedy but the breaching institution fails to provide a remedy within thirty (30) business days after being given written notice containing full particulars of the breach and extend of remedy, the non-breaching party may terminate this Agreement by giving written notice to the other, wherein such termination shall take effect immediately, and may seek additional remedies as provided by law. 

21. CONFIDENTIALITY
	Each Institution shall not, during the term of this Agreement or at any time thereafter, disclose to any third party any confidential information of the other institution or make use of any such confidential information, including but not limited to the students’ data enrolled under this Double Master’s degree program and thesis paper except as necessary to fulfill its obligations under this Agreement. This Clause shall not apply to any information which (i) becomes generally known to the public, other than by reason of an act or omission of the recipient; (ii) is required to be disclosed pursuant to any applicable laws or to any competent governmental, statutory or supervisory body to which the respective Institution is subject; (iii) is required to be disclosed pursuant to any court order; or (iv) is disclosed by the Institution to its professional advisers.

22. RELATIONSHIP OF THE PARTIES
	Use of the term “partner” in this agreement connotes only close collaboration in implementing the terms and intent of this agreement.  Nothing contained in this Agreement shall be construed to constitute either institution a legal partner of the other Institution, or to create any agency or partnership between the institutions under any applicable laws of Thailand or of Taiwan. Neither institution is empowered to incur implied or actual obligations on behalf of the other institution.

23. VARIATION
	This Agreement thereto may be amended or varied only by the written agreement of the institutions, signed by the duly authorized signatories of both institutions, and unless the context otherwise so requires a reference to this Agreement shall include the Agreement as amended or varied from time to time.

24. WAIVER 
	No waiver of any provision of this Agreement nor consent to any departure by either institution shall be effective unless it is in writing signed by the institution giving the waiver or consent, and the waiver or consent shall be effective only in the specific instance and for the purpose for which it is given. No default or delay on the part of either institution in exercising any rights, powers, or privileges specified in this agreement shall operate as a waiver of any other right, nor shall a single or partial exercise of any right, power, or privilege preclude any other or further exercise of any other right, power, or privilege.  

25. ENTIRE AGREEMENT
	This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding and agreement between the institutions as to its subject matter. Any prior agreements, arrangements, representations, or understandings by either the institution, whether oral or in writing, made prior to the date of the agreement are superseded.
26. DURATION OF THE AGREEMENT AND REVIEW ARRANGEMENTS
	The agreement is established for an initial period of 5 years from the date signed below and is subject to review in the 12 months prior to the potential date of renewal. 

27. Additional Documents
	Other written materials related to the Double Master’s degree program shall be shared, acknowledged, and preserved by both Parties.

Notices
	Every notice, request, or any other formal communication concerning implementation, modification, or termination of this agreement shall be in writing, in English and delivered personally or sent by registered or certified air mail or by courier or fax (which shall be acknowledged by the other party) to the parties at the addresses as state below:  

	For Kasetsart University:
	…<To be confirmed>…
	
For Tunghai University:
	Professor Dr. xxx
	Address xxx,
Chung-Li, Taiwan, 32003.
(+886) xxx ext. xxx
(+886) xxx
Email: xxx




	In WITNESS THEREOF, both Institutions have caused this agreement to be executed by their duly authorized representatives.

Kasetsart University					Tunghai University


…………………………………………………………………       		…………………………………………………………………
(Dr. Chongrak Wachrinrat)				(Professor Dr. xx)
President						President
Date: ………………………………………………………..		Date: ………………………………………………………..


…………………………………………………………………..		………………………………………………………………….
[bookmark: _Hlk104456794](Assoc. Prof. Ladawan Puangchit)			(Professor Dr. xx)
Vice President, Academic Affairs			Vice President
Date: ………………………………………………………..		Date: ………………………………………………………..


…………………………………………………………………..		…………………………………………………………………
(Professor Dr. Wanchai Yodsudjai) 			(Professor Dr. xxx)
Dean, Faculty of Engineering				Dean, College of Engineering
[bookmark: _Hlk68880259]Date: ………………………………………………………..		Date: ………………………………………………………..


……………………………………………………………………		………………………………………………………………..
(Assoc. Prof. Dr. Weeraphart Khunrattanasiri)		Does THU have a similar position? If not 
Dean, Graduate School				we can leave this position out.
								Dean, Graduate School
Date: ………………………………………………………..		Date: ………………………………………………………..		 
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